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It is not too surprising that motor vehicle theft tends to be 
higher (when accounting for rates of ownership) in some of the 
most deprived nations in the world, such as Africa and various 
Latin American/Caribbean countries. After all, in such extreme 
poverty, many individuals are driven to commit such crimes to 
survive. However, the results from the ICVS also reveal that 
vehicle theft actually happens quite a bit in many regions of the 
world (North America being ranked third), so motor vehicle theft 
is alive and well throughout virtually all societies.

THINK ABOUT IT:

1. According to the ICVS, what regions of the world had the
highest rates of motor vehicle theft between 1996 and
2005?

2. Which regions had the lowest vehicle theft rates between
1996 and 2005?

3. Can you provide possible explanations for these differ-
ences across regions?

World Ranking of Countries According to Victimization of Car Owners in Urban Areas by Theft of a  
Car in the Course of One Year, Rank Number, and Percentage of Victims per Year

FIGURE 1.3

Sources: ICVS, 1992, 1996–2005, latest survey available.

*Countries with data from ICVS, 1992.

Criminological Theory

Respected scientific theories in all fields of study, whether chemistry, physics, or crimi-
nology, tend to have the same characteristics. This is further illustrated by the scientific 
review process (i.e., blind peer review by experts) used in all fields to assess which stud-
ies and theoretical frameworks are of high quality. The criteria that characterize a good 
theory in chemistry are the same ones used to assess what makes a good criminological 
theory. These characteristics include parsimony, scope, logical consistency, testability, 
empirical validity, and policy implications.49 Each of these characteristics is examined in 
the next section.50
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